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A Note from Rick
For the past several years, the Fairmount family has enjoyed a summertime tradition
that folks around the country have enjoyed for decades – the tradition of summer
reading. Many folks love to load up on books – or, these days, download books – for
reading on vacation, sitting out on the porch or lounging by the pool. For this
summer, I’ve lined up a fictional novel, a book from American history, and a piece of
classic literature.
Since 2010, Fairmount has selected a Bible book to read through and study over the
summer as well. This year our staff selected the letter of 1 John.
John talks a lot about love in his writings. In his Gospel, he uses the word “love”
over 40 times. The most memorized verse in the New Testament begins with, “For
God so loved…” John’s three letters are peppered with reminders of Godly love. In
Revelation he warns the churches about losing their first love and falling in the
footsteps of those who love the world.
The love that John encourages for the follower of Jesus is a fearless love. In
1 John 4:18, he writes, “There is no fear in love …” Aren’t you glad that Jesus loved
you without fear? That He left the comforts of heaven to live here on this earth. That
He suffered the constant antagonism of His naysayers. That He endured verbal and
physical abuse. That He died on a cross for you. THAT is fearless love. There is no
fear in love. Love should indeed be… fearless!

That is the kind of love we need to have - a fearless love that changes the way we
live – that changes our families – that changes our communities – and that ultimately
changes the world.
We encourage you to keep this Fearless Devotional Guide with you all summer long.
It is designed to help keep you in touch with our sermon series – when you are at
home and when you may be on the road. I encourage you to be at Fairmount every
Sunday you are in town. And then on Sunday or Monday, enjoy the devotion for that
week that has been prepared by a member of our congregation. There is a theme
verse that they have chosen – challenge yourself to memorize each theme verse.
There are only 10 of them. Each day there is also a Prayer Prompt for you to keep
the theme of that week in mind – and even space for you to jot down a few thoughts
as the Scripture and the prayers inspire you.
We will also have a Fearless Love Action for you to consider each week. Fearless
love means getting into action. Consider the action step we will share with you from
the pulpit each Sunday and then drop me a note to let me know about your
experiences. I can’t wait to hear how fearless love comes alive in our Fairmount
family this summer.
Follow along with us as we read of this fearless love – and then do it. Get out and
love fearlessly. I look forward to learning and loving along with you.

A Brief Introduction to First John
By Geoff Johnson

Eternal life is at the heart of the Christian message. Jesus said, “I tell you the
truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and
will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24). It
might even be said that eternal life is the principal benefit of being a Christian;
without the promise of eternal life there is no compelling reason for following
Jesus in the first place. But what does it mean to “have eternal life”? Is it
something we have to wait for until after Jesus returns? Or is it something we
can experience right now?
John the Apostle knew that many who had read his Gospel and believed the
message of Jesus Christ would have questions such as these, and to one such
group of believers he wrote the letter we call First John. These believers
struggled with knowing whether or not they were truly experiencing “eternal life” in
Christ the way they should. John begins and ends his letter with affirmations that
we are living the “eternal life” right now, and sandwiched between those
assurances he describes what such a life is all about, which he boils down to one
thing in 1 John 4:18: Fearless Love.
Each of the five brief chapters of 1 John contrasts the life of fearless love in Christ
with the stumbling, hopeless, worldly existence of life outside of Christ. John
builds one aspect of fearless love upon another, weaving them together into a
complete picture of eternal life in Christ.
Chapter 1: Fearless love means walking in the light, not hiding in the darkness.
Chapter 2: Fearless love means loving your brother, not harboring worldly
desires.

Chapter 3: Fearless love means striving for righteousness, not wallowing in sin.
Chapter 4: Fearless love means exercising discernment, not believing every
“spiritual” voice you hear.
Chapter 5: Fearless love means overcoming through faith, not bowing to the
influence of idols.

Week 1: 1 John 1:1-4

June 29-July 5

Theme verse - 1 John 1:1
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have
touched - this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.”
Long-time Richmonders will remember the Logos bookstore down on Grace
Street. I always thought that was such a clever name for a bookstore –
especially a Christian bookstore. The word “logos” is the Greek word for…
word. And, obviously, Logos Bookstore was very much filled with words! In
my youth I spent many an hour there perusing the Christian books and
magazines. When I returned to Fairmount as an adult, the friendly folks there
were vital partners in supplying our church with the materials and curriculum
that we consume in mass quantities. I miss that store and those good people.
John’s Gospel begins with, “In the beginning was the Word” – the Logos –
“and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.” He begins his first letter similarly: “That which
was from the beginning… we proclaim concerning the Word of life” – the
Logos.
The concept of logos is an interesting one that goes all the way back to Greek
philosophy. For the Greek reader of John’s day, the logos was the cosmic
principle that governed the universe – the very energy by which the universe
was created. John co-opts the concept and gives the cosmic principle and
creative force of the universe it’s proper name… Jesus. The very One who
communicates the thoughts, power, and words of God Himself.
Many in John’s day were already doubting that the Son of God actually lived,
breathed, died and rose from the dead. They believed Jesus to have been a
spirit – a superhero – a demigod. John puts all that to rest. Jesus was both
fully God and fully man. “He is the Logos … and we saw Him, we heard Him,
and we touched Him. We know… we were there. You can believe me.”
As we walk through 1 John, we will be reminded of the power of the Logos.
We will be inspired to live like Him and to love like Him. We will be inspired to
follow Him more closely and to put our eternal hope in Him daily. Jesus is not
a legend. Jesus is not a fable. Jesus is real. Jesus changed my life.
My hope is that Jesus – the Logos – has changed your life as well.

By Rick Raines
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Thank God that He came to earth to live with us.

Day 2: Ask God to show you a way this week to make Jesus “real” to
someone else.

Day 3: Pray that God will show Himself to you in a way that you hadn’t
recognized Him before.

Day 4: Praise God that we don’t have to wonder what He wants – we have His
words to tell us.

Day 5: Pray that you will find more opportunities to read God’s Word this
summer.

Day 6: Ask God to help you finish a task that will make your “joy complete.”

Day 7: Thank God for all the ways you “saw” Him this past week.

Fearless Love Action

Week 2: 1 John 1:5 - 2:14

July 6-12

Theme verse - 1 John 1:5
“This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God
is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.”
Isaac Newton’s Third Law of Motion states: For every action, there is an
equal and opposite reaction. The website, “The Physics Classroom” explains
Newton’s Third Law of Motion this way: “The statement means that in every
interaction, there is a pair of forces acting on the two interacting objects. The
size of the forces on the first object equals the size of the force on the second
object. The direction of the force on the first object is opposite to the direction
of the force on the second object. Forces always come in pairs - equal and
opposite action-reaction force pairs.”
The Apostle John gives his own version of Newton’s Third Law of Motion in
these verses of his letter. John describes two forces that are opposite: light
and darkness. Light and darkness are metaphors for Good and Evil.
Although these forces travel in the complete opposite direction from one
another, they are not equal. Light is immensely more powerful than darkness.
Light always triumphs over darkness. John reminds his readers that, “…the
darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.” (2:8)
John likes to use the word “if”; using it eight times in these verses alone.
Every time he uses “if”, he describes a subsequent consequence to either
walking in the light or walking in the darkness. He is reminding us that the
choice is ours. Light and darkness are two forces heading in the opposite
direction. God and Good are light. Satan and Evil are darkness. We are
given the freedom to choose which direction we are going to walk.
John describes for us what happens when we walk in the light:
 We have fellowship with one another. (1:7)
 Jesus’ blood purifies us from our sin. (1:7)
 God forgives our sins when we confess them to Him. (1:9)
 Jesus defends us to the Father when we do sin. (2:1)
 We are privileged to know God through our obedience. (2:3)
 God’s love is made complete in us. (2:5)
 We’re capable of seeing, so that we avoid stumbling. (2:10)
Commit yourself each day to walking with God in the light.

By Chris Santasiere
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Ask God to help you fearlessly walk in the light. (1:7)

Day 2: Confess to God any sin in your life and ask for His forgiveness. (1:9)

Day 3: Thank Jesus for His sacrifice for your sin. (2:2)

Day 4: Ask God for strength to obey His commands that you’re struggling to
obey. (2:3)

Day 5: Ask God to help you walk as Jesus did. (2:6)

Day 6: Thank God for the spiritual “fathers and mothers” in your life.
(2:12, 14)

Day 7: Thank God for those who are just beginning to walk in the light; the
“young” men and women of faith. (2:14)

Fearless Love Action

Week 3: 1 John 2:15-17

July 13-19

Theme verse - 1 John 2:15
“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
Wait a minute – we are not to love the world?! Doesn’t the Bible teach that
God so loved the world that He sent His Son (John 3:16)? And isn’t Jesus
called the Savior of the world (John 4:42)? And hasn’t John himself just
taught that Christians are to love – to love others in this world?
The world in this passage means the world which has forsaken the God who
made it. It is the world apart from God. It is the godless world; the world that
is totally at odds with God and the things of God. These things are listed in
verse 16; “the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes and pride in
possessions.” These are three worldly attitudes, ambitions, and actions we
are indeed not to love!
King Solomon, in the Book of Ecclesiastes, shares about all the vanities of his
worldly pursuits. In that book he admits he tried cheering himself with
everything – everything that is still popular today – laughter, alcohol, houses,
gardens, servants, money, music, and hundreds of beautiful women; and yet it
was to him like someone “chasing after the wind.”
Solomon’s passionate pursuits of worldly pleasures were like a man dying of
thirst trying to quench his thirst by drinking a thousand handfuls of salty water.
The more he drank, the thirstier he became. The more he drank, the closer
death came upon him.
Solomon’s point was that earthly pleasures cannot satisfy. John’s point is that
earthly desires cannot last. And so why should we, as devoted Christians, live
for these things? Why lay up for ourselves treasures on earth - treasures that,
as Jesus said (Matthew 6:19-20), moth and rust destroy; when we can lay up
for ourselves treasures in heaven - treasures that are as permanent as God
Himself?
You cannot love God and love the world. You cannot love that which the
world loves most and then also try to put God first, whether it be that new
house, that great job or the love for money. If God is tied for first in your
heart, He is in fact placed last. God’s greatest desire is that you love Him with
all your heart and mind, and soul and strength!

By Debra Houston
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Pray for the lost of this world.

Day 2: Ask God to help you maintain a Christian attitude.

Day 3: Ask God to help you maintain the ambition to put Him first, above all.

Day 4: Acknowledge God’s presence in your life this day.

Day 5: Ask God to give you the strength to refrain from the desires of the
flesh, desires of the eyes and pride in possessions.

Day 6: Pray that your wandering heart will be bound to things above.

Day 7: Pray that you will love God with all your heart, soul and mind.

Fearless Love Action

Week 4: 1 John 2:18-27

July 20-26

Theme verse - 1 John 2:24
“See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it
does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.”
“Staying Power.” What does that phrase mean to you? Resolution. Stamina.
Determination. Stick-to-it-iveness. Cambridge Online Dictionaries list all
these as synonyms and related words. But I like their definition of staying
power best: “If someone has staying power, they always manage to continue
doing what they have to do until it is finished.”
That’s easier said than done. How many projects, diets, or New Year’s
resolutions have I started but not finished? How many times have I walked
away from a situation, not staying to see the relationship through or the goal
realized?
Remain. Stay. This is what John urges us to do in 1 John 2:18-27. While
there is much debate about his references here to antichrists, one thing is
clear: the antichrists are the people who didn’t stay. They left. John is so
passionate in urging us to remain that he uses the word many times. Though
the word “remain” appears 5 times in the NIV 1984 translation, in the Greek
language it actually appears 8 times in just 10 verses, and 2 times alone in
1 John 2:24, our theme verse.
“See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does,
you also will remain in the Son and in the Father.”
Sound familiar? It should. This very principle was one Jesus taught to John
and the other disciples when He was with them. “Remain in Me, and I will
remain in you.” (John 15:4a) John lovingly passed this teaching on to the
church, so that we all might be encouraged to have staying power.

Did you see the movie “Shrek 2”? After the credits rolled, the filmmakers put
in a special surprise scene where Dragon showed Donkey their little babies.
All those who didn’t stay to the very end missed one of the best scenes of the
movie! John urges us to remain. Show staying power so you don’t miss the
best ending: eternal life!

By Renae Carter
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Praise God for being the One who never leaves or forsakes you.

Day 2: Ask God to give you the desire to remain in Him.

Day 3: Ask God to lay on your heart a person who you can encourage to
remain in Him.

Day 4: Thank God today that He remains faithful to us.

Day 5: Ask God if there is anything you are putting off or have given up on
that He wants you to finish.

Day 6: Tell God if you are discouraged or frustrated with Him. Ask Him to
help you deal with these feelings so that you will not be tempted to
leave Him or the body of Christ.

Day 7: Ask God to help you fearlessly love others by staying with them during
tough times.

Fearless Love Action

Week 5: 1 John 2:28 - 3:10

July 27-Aug 2

Theme verse - 1 John 3:2
“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not
yet been made known. But we know that when He appears, we shall be
like Him for we shall see Him as He is.”
As children we all longed for growing up. Little girls would try on their
mother’s shoes, hats and jewelry, dreaming of the day they would be a
mommy. Spunky boys would sit in a tractor seat or behind the wheel of the
car and dream of things they would do and places they would go when they
became men. As a child, it didn’t matter if you were a male or female – you
dreamt of being grown up.
In this week’s Scripture passage, the Apostle John repeatedly refers to adult
Christians as “children.” He does so not in a negative way, but because they
have not grown up yet. Spiritually, each adult Christian is just a child in the
process of physically, spiritually and mentally maturing into the imitation of the
Father.
This is why the Apostle says in this portion of 1 John to not sin or be led
astray, but to do what is right. The only way adult Christians can move
beyond spiritual childhood is to continue in the Father. Each Christian is to be
transforming their mind by renewing it in His Word, offering our bodies holy
and pleasing to God as living sacrifices, and not allowing our attitude to
elevate us above others. Our goal, according to Matthew 5:48, is to “Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
As spiritual children we can help the process of growing up by doing what the
Apostle John suggests in his first epistle. However, the physical portion of
what an adult Christian will be has to wait until Christ comes. Verse 2 of
Chapter 3 teaches that when Christ appears, He will finalize our
transformation and we shall be like Him. Hallelujah! As a spiritual child of the
heavenly Father you should be dreaming of the day you finally grow up.
Thank you Father for Your lavish love upon Your children!

By Mike Langley
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Thank God for His lavish love that you might be called a child of God.

Day 2: Praise God that He sent His Son to take away your sins.

Day 3: Give God glory because His Son came to destroy the devil’s work.

Day 4: Pray that you and others in your family will abide in Jesus until He
appears.

Day 5: Ask God to provide you with the spiritual vision today to help a child
of God stay the course.

Day 6: Pray that you might draw close to His heart and learn better how to
love others.

Day 7: Confess your sins to Him and accept His forgiveness.

Fearless Love Action

Week 6: 1 John 3:11-24

Aug 3-9

Theme verse - 1 John 3:13
“Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you.”
Evil is constantly combating us with hatred and lies. We as Christians are
being portrayed as a hateful people. Satan has infiltrated all aspects of our
culture by depicting followers of Christ as the hateful ones thereby turning
people away from Jesus.
John tells us we should not be surprised if the world hates us. However, we
should remember that we are not a hateful people, but the opposite, we are a
loving people. We are the most generous and loving force on Earth because
we follow the example of Christ. He laid down His life for us because He
loves us. In turn we must love each other – friend, enemy, neighbor or
stranger because they too are loved by Christ.
Do not allow yourself to think that Christians are a hateful people. The trap is
set to lure us into the thought that we are in the wrong when we are not. We
are loving people because Christ loves us. When we follow His example, hate
cannot win.

A science test was given in a school one day and the question appeared,
“What is the strongest force on Earth?” The student, whether to be sarcastic
or not, answered “love”. While that wasn't the answer the teacher was looking
for, it is the truth. Love is the strongest force on Earth. That love is
established by our God and we who follow Him share in that love. We must
not forget that. Love is Christ laying down His life for us so that we may be in
Heaven one day.
Let us take that love and share it with the world!

By Larry Haake, IV
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Pray that Christ's love abounds in all we do.

Day 2: Pray for wisdom that we will not allow the world's hate to deceive us.

Day 3: Pray for patience as we love those who do not love us back.

Day 4: Pray for guidance so that Christ will direct us where we can best show
and share His love.

Day 5: Pray that our actions will inspire others to seek Christ.

Day 6: Pray that God continues to inspire us through His word.

Day 7: Pray that we are examples of His love.

Fearless Love Action

Week 7: 1 John 4:1-6

Aug 10-16

Theme verse - 1 John 4:5
“They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the
world, and the world listens to them.”
Where do you get your news? Whether you watch MSNBC news or Fox news
will determine a very different perspective of the actual news. As the old
saying goes, “There are 3 sides to every argument: yours, mine, and the
truth.” Where do you go for the truth?
I grew up in a “Christian home” and went to Christian school from K-8th grade.
I was married in the church and attended church weekly. Yet when a
Jehovah’s Witness came to my door and asked a few pointed questions, I
couldn’t answer them! My “truth” had come from family, friends, sermons and
Bible studies. But these were all “sides” of the truth. Opinions and personal
interjections mixed into Bible stories.
Bible Studies are important. It’s good to be raised in a Christian home.
However, if you never actually go to the source of truth, the Bible, you won’t
be able to defend your faith. You won’t be able to test what the world tells you
is truth. You won’t know the “why” behind the “what” you believe.
Jesus called Himself “the Truth” in John 14:6. If the Bible is the source of
Truth, and Jesus is the Truth, we have to test everything we learn – in the
world and in church – by God’s Word. Then we won’t be confused by the
world, and what it calls truth; truth that changes from generation to generation,
and truth that is “legislated” to be right, when it is Biblically wrong.
If you know Jesus, then you will know the Truth. And the Truth shall set you
free.

By Kelly Combs
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Pray for wisdom to recognize God’s truth.

Day 2: Pray that you will hold on to God’s teaching so that you may know the
Truth.

Day 3: Pray that God will help you recognize the Godly mentors that He
places in your life.

Day 4: Pray that God will give you the stamina and discipline to continue to
study His Word, even through the busy summer months, so that His
truth in you is not lessened.

Day 5: Pray that you won’t be “wooed” by the things the world has to offer,
but will be true to your faith; not lured into foolish belief.

Day 6: Pray for Jesus to be working and living in you through the Holy Spirit
so that you may know Him on a deeper level.

Day 7: Pray for those in our church family, that we can be united in the Truth.

Fearless Love Action

Week 8: 1 John 4:7-21

Aug 17-23

Theme verse - 1 John 4:18
“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made
perfect in love.”
Paul uses a special term for this love that God has for us and that we give back to
Him. He uses the Greek word agape for love. It's not just a love where we
acknowledge our personal need for one another or desire to be a part of each
other’s lives. This is an all consuming love that transcends moments of nearness
and leads a person to do unexpected things. It has been known to lead a man up
a mountainside to sacrifice his son to prove his love for God and it led God to
send His Son down to earth as a sacrifice to prove His love of mankind.
But when you look up the English word “agape”, you get an interesting picture as
well. Dictionary.com defines agape as: “with mouth wide open, as in wonder,
surprise or eagerness”. While this isn't a Biblical definition, it too describes this
love that God has for us. Imagine the wonder and surprise on the faces of those
around Him when Jesus, out of great love, raised His friend Lazarus from the
dead. Imagine the mouth wide open looks when, out of love, Jesus forgave a
sinful woman at the well and healed a paralytic at the pool. Imagine the
eagerness to learn more about Him when the earth shook as Jesus breathed His
last and the centurion exclaimed, “Surely He was the Son of God”.
1 John 4:11 says, “Dear friends, since God so loved us, we ought to love one
another.” Think what the world would be like if those who partake in the love of
Jesus would share it with those around them as we are commanded. Imagine
the wonder in the eyes of a child who may feel loved for the first time. The
surprise on the faces of the homeless when someone reaches out with a warm
blanket, a hot cup of coffee and a warm meal. The eagerness of someone who
has heard so many times before how they have messed up their life, to hear for
the first time that forgiveness awaits in the arms of Jesus.
Further along we read, “But if we love one another, God lives in us and His love is
made complete in us”. The blessing of God's love was proven to us by His work
on the cross. Through us, the blessing is shared with those who haven't yet
made His acquaintance and those who need to feel what Agape Love truly is.
Verse 18 says, “There is no fear in love.” Let's show the world how fearless we
can be.

By Kevin Bartlett
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Pray for the wisdom to know how to love fearlessly.

Day 2: Give a prayer of praise for the sacrificial love that Jesus showed on
the cross.

Day 3: Pray for someone you know who is outside of Christ today.

Day 4: Pray that the Holy Spirit will lead you to do a selfless act today.

Day 5: Pray for your own family and your relationship with them today.

Day 6: Pray to know God's love even deeper than before.

Day 7: Pray for the completeness that God's love provides for everyone.

Fearless Love Action

Week 9: 1 John 5:1-12

Aug 24-30

Theme verse - 1 John 5:5
“Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God.”
We are overcomers. Professional American gospel and contemporary
Christian recording artist, Mandisa, released her single, “Overcomer”, in June,
2013, to remind us that God wins! This refrain struck a chord in the
international world.
You're an overcomer; Stay in the fight ‘til the final round;
You're not going under ‘cause God is holding you right now;
You might be down for a moment
Feeling like it's hopeless; That's when He reminds you
That you're an overcomer; You're an overcomer
What do we need to overcome? Fear or lack of courage? Anger or hatred?
Despair or desperation? Relationship troubles? Health issues?
We want to overcome. We seek to overcome. We wait patiently and
impatiently for victory. We are assured beyond our doubts and we believe.
We listen for God’s testimony and we stand to witness.
When John wrote this New Testament letter in Ephesus long after Jesus’
death and resurrection, he specifically spends time in this passage speaking
directly of God’s testimony to overcome. He wrote of God’s testimony to
eternal life for those who believe. John wrote that God chose to send Jesus
to overcome the world. God chose to send Jesus to be our example of faith,
love, and obedience. Jesus chose to accept our sins to atone for our
freedom, our victory, our overcoming.
God chose John to present His witness, His foundation of belief, and to state it
in such a way that man cannot ignore its truth. To embrace this truth is to
overcome death and have eternal life through Jesus Christ, His Son.
Who has overcome the world? Jesus has. We shall remain victorious
because of Him, every day in every way. God inspired it, John wrote it, and I
believe it. Jesus has overcome and we are the victors together forever.

By Judy Allard
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Pray for ways to show adoration to our Creator and Savior.

Day 2: Pray today for God to open our eyes and hearts to opportunities to
serve and to love others and then to act on those opportunities.

Day 3: Pray today for forgiveness when our stubbornness gets directly in the
way of obedience.

Day 4: Pray that we will remember that this earthly world is merely temporary
and that God’s promises always come true.

Day 5: Pray that we will reconcile with God on a daily basis.

Day 6: Pray for God to show you ways to extend His comfort to others who
are grieving.

Day 7: Pray for God to show you what your true desires are and how to
achieve them to help your relationship with God grow stronger.

Fearless Love Action

Week 10: 1 John 5:13-21

Aug 31-Sept 6

Theme verse - 1 John 5:13
“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God
so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
You can hardly look at the skyline of a major city without noticing the spires
scrabbling toward the heavens from the tops of multiple skyscrapers. Today,
spires are mostly an architectural affectation meant only to add height.
However, in the early 20th Century, as the first few skeletal behemoths began
to rise from the ground, the spires had a much more practical purpose. They
were designed as mooring stations for the fleets of dirigibles (blimps) that
everyone knew would soon be carrying commuters from their country homes
to offices in these new marvels of modern man.
How little we know what the future holds.
At the end of his missive to the churches, John assures followers of Christ that
there are two things we can know of the future. First of all, we can know that
we have eternal life. “I write these things to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. This is the
confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to
His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us - whatever we ask we know that we have what we asked of Him.” (1 John 5:13-15)
Secondly, John assures us that we can know we are safe in the hands of
God: “The One who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one
cannot harm them. We know that we are children of God, and that the whole
world is under the control of the evil one.” (1 John 5:18b-19)
Fear is a paralyzing reaction to the unknown or to a threat, but our future is
known and there is no true threat the evil one can bring against us. How
much easier it is to live and love fearlessly when our hope and confidence is
in God!

By Barry Will
Prayer Prompts
Day 1: Thank God for eternal life that gives you a future without fear. (5:13)

Day 2: Pray for a situation to be resolved according to God’s will. (5:14)

Day 3: Pray for a brother or sister in Christ who is struggling with sin. (5:16)

Day 4: Pray for strength in your own battles against sin. (5:18)

Day 5: Thank God for His ultimate control of the whole world. (5:19)

Day 6: Pray for greater understanding of God’s Word and His will. (5:20)

Day 7: Pray to live and love fearlessly.

Fearless Love Action
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