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from Mars! 
Attack 

What we can learn from Orson Welles. 
An Election Day article | Inside 

Seventy years ago, radio was the only form of over-the-air 
entertainment.  A Great Depression-era America loyally tuned in. 
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It was a Sunday evening 70 years ago 
tomorrow when the nation was con-
vinced it was under attack by Martians.  
That Sunday evening, in the closing 
days of October, 1938, Mr. and Mrs. 
Average American were settling down 
in front of their radios (no television 
yet) to listen to their favorite pro-
grams.  Like the majority of Americans 
at that time, they’d have listened to 
Jack Benny at 7:00 pm that night then 
tuned to music as they relaxed, read a 
book or worked on knitting. 
 If they happened to tune to a CBS 
station, they would have heard the 
music interrupted by news reports of 
strange explosions observed on the 
planet Mars resulting in something 
crashing to the ground in a field in 
Grover’s Mill, New Jersey.  Subsequent 
bulletins would tell the tale of some-
thing rising from the pit and killing the 
officials dispatched to the crash sight. 
 Panicked, Mr. & Mrs. Average 
American would sit at the edge of their 
seats as further details were broadcast 
of a giant machine sent from the 
planet Mars decimating the country 

the invasion.  However it had all been 
fake.  No invasion, no Martians, nothing.  
No one really stopped to think to tune to 
another station to see if reports were 
true.  That night had Mr. & Mrs. Average 
American tuned to another station, they 
could have heard Edgar Bergen and Char-
lie McCarthy on a comedy program.  But 
they didn’t.  Instead they sat and listened 
to what was broadcast as truth and did 
not take time to investigate for them-
selves.  I don’t fault them for that, be-
cause we are all guilty of believing what 
comes from the media at one time or 
another, right? 
 I found it very ironic that we are at 
the 70th anniversary of that broadcast in 
the midst of this very volatile election 
year.  Like Mr. & Mrs. Average American 
of 1938, Mr. & Mrs. Average American of 
2008 is sitting at home and listening (and 
now watching) reports and news about 
how desperate things are in our world.  
How we are under attack, not from Mar-
tians, but from a poisonous economy.  
How we will soon find ourselves in a 
Great Depression just as our counter-
parts in 1938 were in when they tuned to 

side and heading for New York.  They 
would have heard heavy bombers from 
Langley, VA try to stop the invading force 
of, not Germans or Italians as was the 
fear in those days, but Martians. 
 For the next hour, people all across 
the nation, and especially in the New 
York area sat in fear as they listened to 
reports of the destruction and possibly 
the end of life as they knew it.  When the 
top of the hour approached, they heard 
an epilogue read by Orson Welles about 
the fate of the Martians and he con-
cluded by reminding people that the 
small glowing object in the window is no 
Martian, it’s Halloween. 
 It had all been a hoax.  People began 
to realize that it was a radio play on a 
program called the Mercury Theater on 
the Air, a weekly CBS drama.  The next 
morning, newspapers reported that po-
lice departments, newspapers and radio 
stations were flooded with calls about 
the “invasion”.  In some towns people 
took to the streets with shotguns and 
rifles ready to meet the Martian invad-
ers.  Allegedly, a person died from a 
heart attack as a result of stress about 
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What we can learn from Orson Welles. 

I n 1938, Orson Welles 

(pictured) convinced millions 

of people that the United States 

was under attack from an 

invading army from the planet 

Mars.  The resulting panic 

clogged phone lines and in some 

cities had people in the street 

with rifles and shotguns. ■ 

By: Larry Haake, IV 
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that broadcast.  We’ve listened for nearly 
24 months now from candidates telling 
us that our nation is in peril and disaster 
is upon us….if we don’t elect them to 
office.  But do we believe it?  Do we be-
lieve them on face value?  Do we take to 
the streets with shotguns and rifles un-
der the assumption that we’re under at-
tack by Martians?  Or do we stop, take a 
breath and take a moment to examine 
the facts and find out for ourselves if the 
“invasion” is true or not? 
 Election day is a week away as of this 
writing.  And whether you’re reading this 
before or after the election on November 
4, I want each of you to take a 
minute and remember our friends 
who in 1938 thought that Mar-
tians were attacking simply be-
cause they were told so.  Now 
think about what you’ve been told 
about our nation, about candi-
dates running for office, about our 
economy and ask yourself, “Is that 
the way it really is?”  It may be, or it may 
not be.  Some say the economy is not as 
bad as it is being made out to be.  Some 
say that the media is hyping the losses on 
Wall Street for ratings.  I wouldn’t doubt 
it.  So many are blindly following one 
candidate or another simply because 
each of them promises to bring change 
while forgetting that no matter who 
wins, change will occur.   
 Now obviously, as an official publica-
tion of this church, to endorse anyone 
would be inviting the Internal Revenue 
Service to pay us a visit.  That’s not the 
point of this article.  By now, you should 
have decided who you will cast your vote 
for on November 4.  However, the point 
of this is to remind you all that you can-

not go to the polls on election day and 
blindly cast a vote for anyone simply 
based on what you’ve been told.  You 
must research each candidate, go to 
their websites, talk to their volunteers 
when they come to your door, and read 
as much as you can about their posi-
tions , especially those positions that 
may or may not go against Christ’s teach-
ings. We cannot simply vote for someone 
just because they speak well or served in 
our military or have a strong backing.  
We vote for someone that will protect 
our liberties and freedoms that make up 
our constitution.  The very liberties and 

freedoms that our forefathers derived, 
based upon Biblical principles.   
 When Orson Welles broadcast The 
War of the Worlds over CBS radio in 
1938, he wasn’t trying to convince the 
world that Martians were attacking.  He 
was simply doing his job and trying to 
advance his career.  Our candidates to-
day are doing no less.  They may have 
good intentions for this nation, they may 
be serious about bringing change to the 
country that will benefit all of us, but 
ultimately they want to advance their 
careers and they can’t do it without us. 
 If Orson Welles taught us anything 
from his broadcast that day seventy 
years ago, it was to not take things at 

face value, to not be naïve to think that 
what we’re being told is true.  We’re to 
dig deep and find the truth.  Christ told 
us that we would know the truth and it 
would set us free and it will.  But you 
have to find and accept it. 
 History has placed us at a serious 
crossroad for this nation.  It will only be 
God’s will that will dictate where we go.  
But to find out God’s will, we have to ask 
for it.  We have to pray that He will bless 
us with wisdom and pray that He will 
bless our leaders with wisdom and that 
God will use whoever wins for whatever 
purpose the Lord has for us and this na-

tion. 
 If the candidate you sup-
port doesn’t win, it’s not the end of 
the world.  Lord willing, another 
presidential election will be around 
before you know it.  If you’re read-
ing this and it’s after election day I 
want you to remember, the nation 
doesn’t only need your prayers 

during election season, it needs your 
prayers every day all year long.  But if 
you are reading this before election day, 
it is important to not sit and make your 
decision simply by what you’ve been 
told, but make your decision by what you 
have gone and found out, make an in-
formed decision based on the Christian 
values we’ve been taught through the 
Bible.  Many today feel this nation is in 
need of many things, change, relief, a 
different direction.  But what this nation 
really needs is not change, but God.  On 
election day, make sure that you take 
God with you to the polls.  ■ 
  

When Orson Welles broadcast The War of 
the Worlds over CBS radio in 1938, he 

wasn’t trying to convince the world that 
Martians were attacking.  He was simply doing 
his job and trying to advance his career.  
Our candidates today are doing no less.   

The  Fairmount Book Club is currently reading “Three Cups of Tea” by Greg Morten-
son & Oliver Relin.  Synopsis: The astonishing, uplifting story of a real-life Indi-

ana Jones and his humanitarian campaign to use education to combat terrorism in the Tali-
ban's backyard.  Anyone who despairs of the individual's power to change lives has to read the 
story of Greg Mortenson, a homeless mountaineer who, following a 1993 climb of Pakistan's 
treacherous K2, was inspired by a chance encounter with impoverished mountain villagers and 
promised to build them a school. Over the next decade he built fifty-five schools-especially for 
girls-that offer a balanced education in one of the most isolated and dangerous regions on 
earth. As it chronicles Mortenson's quest, which has brought him into conflict with both en-
raged Islamists and uncomprehending Americans, Three Cups of Tea combines adventure with 
a celebration of the humanitarian spirit.   
The Book Club will meet to discuss this book on November 9th.  To get a copy contact the 
church office. ■ 
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The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 
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Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 
8:15  Worship Service:  116 
 Children’s Worship:  23 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  441 
 
11:00 Worship Service:  268 
 Children’s Worship:  182 
 Breakaway:  74 
 
Total:  1104 
 Bible School: 668 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts:  
$25,014.60 

Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Jim & Janet Brett of 6383 
Mallard Way, Mechanicsville (23111).  Jim 
was baptized on September 30 and Janet 
transferred membership to Fairmount. 

 
Welcome to Taylor Farber of 6514 
Confederate Hills Drive, Mechanicsville 
(23111).  Taylor was baptized. 

 
Welcome to Darlene Hughes of 7299 
Barnette Avenue, Mechanicsville (23111).  
Darlene transferred membership. 

 

Welcome to Robin Parks of 7332 Luck 
Avenue, Mechanicsville (23111).  Robin 
transferred membership. 

Our Menu for Wednesday, 
November 5, 2008 

 

Chili with chips and salad 
served with rolls and dessert or 

fruit. 
PB&J w/ chips, dessert or fruit 

also available. 
 

The Walk Class - setup, serve & clean. 


